
Farm Animal Washing Activity 
How does Farm Animal Washing allow students to engage in sensory play? 

This activity has students engage with their sense of touch while developing and improving fine 
motor skills. Children will work directly with their hands to cover the animals in dirt and then 
scrub them clean! Have students run their hands through the dirt and water to experience the 
difference in sensations each substance provides. 

Why is it important to include sensory play in the classroom? 

Sensory play is a great interactive method for developing students' fine motor skills and group 
play. The classroom is an ideal space to encourage personal growth in students, and sensory 
play is a perfect platform for promoting physical and emotional development. Sensory play 
stimulates multiple senses and encourages brain development in young children. 

Required Materials: 

• Sensory Bin
• Plastic Farm Animals
• Play Dirt (Item #63726)
• Paint Brushes (Item #84711), Sponges, and Scrubbers
• Bucket of Warm, Soapy Water

1. Prep for the Activity

Fill bins with play dirt, and place farm animals in the dirt. Set up the bucket of water and 
cleaning supplies next to the bins. 

2. Play in the Sensory Bins

Have students play with the farm animals in the dirt. Roll them around, pour the dirt over top, 
and experiment with different techniques. 

3. Clean the Animals!

After the farm animals are sufficiently dirty, have students experiment with various washing 
and scrubbing techniques to clean off the animals. Is it easier to clean an animal with a small 
toothbrush or a large brush? What is the most effective way to clean each animal? How can we 
work together to help all of the animals get as clean as possible? Have students explore and 
experiment on their own and in groups to see how techniques change! 

Scan this QR Code to view this activity 
on our website and to check out more 
of our Insights and Inspirations articles!
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